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Note from the Editor

One way or another our program has been busy with something for everyone since our last newsletter. Thanks to contributorsi &m
particular to Lynne Wfor her enthusiastic posting on our Facebook pages and on her Instagramocount Pictures paint a housand
words with much of this newsletter relying on the great photos available on Facebookheydocument and portray our wonderful Club
experiencesand enjoyment

From the content of thisnevel AOOAO UT O xEiI 1 OAA OEAO OEA 2AI1 Al Addthwedvith ngfeSOAGET 1
than four very interesting extended walkswith more walks planned before the cold sets inDavid also arranged a week of mountain
walking staying atthe Shortland Ski Lodgen Perisher. Reports will have to wait until our Julynewsletter.

David alsoorganised another very successful photo competition with ove88 photos submitted by12 members. Thanks tdDavid
Richardsfor being our judge this year andfor his entertaining and experiencel judging. Congratulations to Lynne Wor taking out the
covetedGarry ScullyTrophy which has been awarded each year since 187 The winning photosfor eachcategoryare included in this
edition.

Landcareactivities remain a regular pass time for many of our memberg progress in Arcadia/Nesca/KEP is reported.

ColMcG, a long-standing member returned briefly from Tasmania andhis manyother adventuresto be recalledby the Antarctic
Division and given the opportunity towork on Macquarie Island for al2-month stint. He heads off in April 2026. We look forward to
some interesting stories from his nev office in the Antarctic.

Please keepposting on line and providing reports
Until next time - all the best

Bob Cz Editor
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The Uniting Church Hall in Charlestown where we have been holding our Club meetings since 1985 has been rebrane&tilsasn Street
Hub with a more community focus to cater for the many grahich use the hall antbcal interests. The entrance foyer sports a large
screen showcasing the various activities which occur in the Hub and includes a presentation by our Club.
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Twilight Walk to Lorn  zZ Tuesday 18 February 2026
Walkers: Angella (leader) and 15 Ramblers

Congratulation Angellafor such a well planned and organised walkor your first as leader. The
evening weather was perfectas we strolled from the meeting place at Reading Cinemas, down
High Street and across to the Levee Bank of Heshoe Bend, to returnalong the Levee Bank to
the Belmore Bridge. We walked across into Lorn to take in this lovely leafy suburb with its
historical homes.

Angella had booked the Belmore Hotel for dinner which waexcdlent
All up about 6km anda most enjoyabletwighlight wal k. Thanks Angella

Note and photos by Bob

Lavenders
« Cal¢
<
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T AT 60 311 x223NdvibBENDA2H25

Walkers:Alan T (leader), SueH, Peter D, Col McC, Melissaa@®d Glenn T

layout as well as the look and feel of a historic hut, inside it is a

considerable improvement.

We were away by 7:30am Sunday morning east down to the

Two cars left
Newcastle at 0630
on Saturday 23d
and drove to Round
Mountain  carpark
via Gundagai and
Tumut, arriving
about 3:30pm,
where  Col was
waiting for us. We
walked the short
distance into Round
Mountain hut for the
night. This hut has
been completely
rebuilt since the last
bushfires. Although
they have
maintained the
dimensions and

Tumut River, easily crossig it and then crawled slowly up the

300m climb onto Farm Ridge.

Farm Ridge is a lovely walk with abundant wildflowers and
great views. Unfortunately for us, it was rainy and foggy most of

OEA AAUR O1 xA

xAOA Cci1 AA OI

This is a beaut hut, with the inside walls decorated with

.AxOPAPAOO EOI I
Ai 01T ET OEA pwtndOh

OEA

knew just how effective patent medicines were back then! They
could cure justabout anything. Also, Grace bros were selling
Ladies dresses for 12 shilingg4 AOCAO EOOO Al O Alfod orliid DAOAB 7A OEAT OxOI ¢ 3 DA

-TTAAU xAO Al

OAAOU AAUS

Al Ei AEiMgibox AIC OT CAT ET OEA 1T OTETC A
| 8+AAEAEO8 4EA xAAOEAO xAO Z£ET A AT A EO x

very pleasant on bp of Jagungal with great views in every
direction. A few patches of remnant snow were still evident on

the eastern slopes. The early part of the return trip was pretty

easy going, but there has been a lot of scrub growth post bushfire

and since | did thiswalk with Bob Clifton. Consequently, the
timber became just too thick to stay on the ridge, so we dropped

into the creek in the hope that it would get easietr EO AEAT 6 O,
Our walk coincided with a 1000 km bike race and numerous
competitors came along theGrey Mare Fire Trail, a few stopping

for the night. Generally, they seem to be doing it pretty tough,

not much to eat, long hours in the saddle and plenty of muddy
creek crossings.

Tuesday was always going to be a long day but it turned out to
beabitld CAO OEAT )Yo6A bl ATTAA8 1 O I
7A EIT11TxAA OEA ' OAU - AOA &EOA
and, after a quick inspection, we headed south following
Tibeaudo creek upstream. The ground quite open, however it

has been extensively dg up by pigs and then recovered by

Ol i x COAOO [ AEET ¢ EO plehadbdeut AOI |
more or less southeast to Cesjacks once we got past Spencer
Peak. This route looked okay on a 1:25000 map with 20m
contours, but would have been hard going, with plenty of rocky
outcrops and scrub, so we took a longer routeontinuing South

until we eventually picked up the road and followed it to
Cesjacks hut. We were glad to get there, having done about 21

km for the day.

The wind strengthened just as we arrived, so we tried to locate

C A O oubtents/indhe iddAfado® of fé hut, vithvaryiryBlegiedd 6f O A 1

success.

pwtnnd O AT A Thismin® ®as & beGhe HdiniveAthet fdaturke fariha rest ok theh
EO POI OEA A Oriphofted & Balie forkd and very, defyicol) 1 AT A8 7EI

Again,we were away by 7:30am, heading SW to climb The Great
Dividing Range and reaching the plateau to huddle behind a rock

TA
Ao

() Col enjoying the new stove at Mawson's Highoto by Mél
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This is usually a pleasant walk, but on thiday thefreezing wind
howled and there were regularshowers. After we swung SW to
head to Mawsons we encountered bitingly cold wineblown hail
and being headon into the wind, it was hard going. The wind
eased as we dropped toward Valentine Creek. One highlight was
01 OAA A1l %AEEAT An OEA EEO00O
altitudes.

We all pretty glad to arrive at Mawsons to find the fire going and
OEA OEEOAEAT G
I £#EAOAA OO0 ET O xAOAOh OI EO
Glenn, Mel and Sue managed to get a bit of a wind break from the
hut, but Peter and | made the mistake of pitching our tents in the
OOOO0OAI &
demolished both tents and we suffered pole damage. As a result,
Col, Peter and | slept inside the hut that night.

I should make mention that KHA have replaced the
cantankerous pot belly in Mawsons with a much better castan
stove, with a side door! A big improvementbut | later noted that
$AOOAET O OOEI 1 EAO OEA
Thursday was a nice sunny day, although the winds were still
extreme;so, A xAT E 11 OEA +AOOEAO
7A8 A E A k& ofhardidby® Bd we had an easy dayw climb
to the west to visit my favourite snow gum, then the afternoon
spent with a bit of Navigation training and tent pole repairs.

Mel and Glenn led the way of Friday, using their newfound nav
skills along the roud A
weather was good, still windy but not as bad as the previous two
days.We madegood timeand hadno trouble crossing the Geehi
2 E O A Qute scrbdy@nd slowgoing gettingup to Strawberry
Hill but it was delightful to find that E Gsiill@uite open on top

First Aid Training Workshop 7z November 2025

ITA O51 OEl AOA

and we were able to huddle down out of the wind for @econd
morning tea and enjoy the views.

My original plan was to head NW from Strawberry Hill towards
Strombo Hill and then swing W and drop down onto the Grey

OEAAA ) 804 ROAOx OARAA TABAANG 1AE AXJ

AAOGEAOGS &I O OEA p EI AOT D AO

back, and swore) Gdver do it again!

x yo(np hikkrs WereAhber®©and & I Gditunately, Peter had a better idea. His 1:40000 map, showed a
x A O tléaarda lalbng thA ArgBk thak startd just & Off ShdmbmiIB

(upper reaches of Straight Creek So, we aimed for this, and
while it was a bit scrubby in places gettinglown, we soon found

11 AdEEDAOOEADI @0i U OET imhch éasidd going dlobditiacreek, arriving at the Fire Trail in
i OAE
O00A EI

OEiI A &£ O 101 AE8 4EEO EO A
o1 66A AT A TTA OGEAO )61l
along the F/T to Derschos for the fial night. It was too windy to

camp in our usual possie in the trees above the hut, so we all

pitched our tents just below the hut.
VTITIO 8

4EA xAAOEAO 3AO000AAL iTOTETC

x A O wall @ackjtoxttle &aks aquhit©prettyl boring at theBaT @ times,

but we encountered rain and bitterly cold gale force wind. By the
time we arrived at the cars, we were all wet and freezing. Half an
hour or so later, we were in Cabramurra, with coffee, soup and
burgers. The old canteen at Cabramurra has fepened for

xABA DI ATTAA OEA bOASnEl Dadd theE@dreglenty df @opke Bbbut.
Then to Cooma for the night and a good meal at the Alpine Pub.

Despite the weather, we all had an enjoyable trip. Great
company and camaraderie.

Ten Ramblers attended another very interesting First Aid workshop in m@eing hall in November

NEWCASTLE RAMBLER®BWALKING CLUB MARCH 2026

) 6



Garry Scully Perpetual Trophy Photographic Competition 7 November 202 5

The# 1 Ophéta@raphic competition started in 1973, which makes thisyear the 52nd year it has been runit was again
organised by David My many thanksto David. Thenumber of entries this year was lower with people being away on trips,
however the quality of entries was again of an exceedingly high standard.

4 EEO phdidoordplittracted 68 photos from 12 photographers. Thanks for
contributing.

Categories of photographs for the 202 competition were as follows:

1 Ramblers People People involved in activities that the club undertakes
i Places Ramblers GePlaces where the Ramblers go,

i Things Ramblers Come Acrosg Objects or things that might be seen on
a Club activity, natural and marmade

i Special Category The special category for 208 was ®ungié

1 0AT Bl A8 HMemlieis Getd make their pick.

Our judge this yearwas David Richards, formerly of St George Camera Club and
now in the Lake Macquarie Camera Club. He is also a bushwalleed a member

of Watagan WanderersWe thank him for his entertaining and very
knowledgeable andexperienced judging.

Lynne Wtook out the coveted Garry Scully Trophy witther photographO7 AE OE T ¢
David Mand David R (judge) present the Ge for the Storm Cootapatamba HL.JCongratuI.gtlons toLynnefor- winning the
Scully Trophy to Lynne W trophy and the Club fhotographic Competition Abum. The winner of Peoples
Choicewas athree-way tie between Bob CJenni M and Dawn M.
Congratulationsto all category winners, and thanks to all membersvho participated this year.

Winner of the Garry Scully Perpetual Trophy 2025

Overall Winner - @Vaiting for the Storm Cootapatamba Hut Lynne W
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Ramblers People:

3rd z @rossing Nungar Plaif- Bob C 3rd z ®lot another Water Crossing Howqua RivéF Lynne W

Places Ramblers Go:

1st z ®utlook above Hill End- Kate R 2nd z ®IE View from TomareeMountaind Dawn M
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3rd 7 @ape PillarTasmania David M 3rd - Gtormy night at Bonnie Valé- Jenni M

Things Ramblers Come Across:

1st 7 ®latural magnifierd- Dawn M 2nd z Ghis is myFungid Kate R 3rd z& 1 1 8 O pdeGhey®itd- Kate R

Special Category (Fungi):

1st z ®ixie Castles Eleebarta David M
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0AT P1 A8O #EIT EAA

This year there were three winnerswhich all receivedthe same number of votes.

Gavells Hut Kosciusko NBBob C North East View from Tomaree mountainDawn M

Stormy night at Bonnie ValeJenni M

Spot Lighting Frogs in Flaggy Creek, Glenrock Conservation Area z 19 January 2026

Walkers: Barry W(leader) and 6 Ramblers

Awonderful nightOET A AAOAT OOOAS8 xAl EETC AlTTC &I ACCU #O0AAE ET 1Al Oi AE
rock pools. The night was soft and the gibbous moon added to the light of our tezaldes.
7A EAAOA AT A EIOTA 11060.1 &£ 7EI AT @80 AO0I CO 8 A
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Daywalk to Brambles Green and Dark Point 7 28 February 2026

Walkers: BolC(leader) and Nell W

() The Myall River at Brambles Gregma great place to camp and swim. (m) Looking south to Dark Point (r ) looking across the middens

of the Worimi Conservation Area

Just a great three to four hour walk over ten kilometres in the Myall Lakes NP. Weeddlke 4knmreturn through lush Cabbage Tree and
Melaleuca Rainforest to the Myall River at Brambles Grgame had the place to ourselves except for a canoeist and a pod of grey
Dolphins. Returning to the main road we relocated the short distance southat@s the Dark Point parking location to walk on the 4WD
track to the beach and a beach walk of 2km to Dark Point. It was getting hot by then. Our return took us over the sancdenhtee
Worimi Conservation Area and imiddens.This is a great walk fothe cooler months as there is little shade on the beach and dunes.

Note and photos by Bob

Bushwalking NSW z Women ® Week Walksz 2 to 8 March 2026

Regist
bushwalkingaswong au

Women';_ Week

Bushwaiking Wi

2 -8 MARCH 2026 J uiw

o

Dale Gand Nel WEAAET EOAOAA O71 1 AT60 7AAE 7AIT EOGE O 00
Our Club organised two such walks for about ten participants each which included the State
-ETEOOAO &£ 0 711 AT80 ' £Z£ZAE0O0 *1 AE (AOOEGI 1 AT A
were to Mt Sugarloaf and to the Blue Gums Regional Park.

Mt Sugarloaf and the Blue Gums Regional Rarere the locations chosen to introduce thelking women to the joys of bushwalking

NEWCASTLE RAMBLER®BWALKING CLUB MARCH 2026 10



"T A8 O 31 Izsto164avEMDer 2025

Walkers: Bob C (leader), Malcolm M, Ingrid W, Nell W, I@d@ob and Fran B
— The Vickerys Trail drops 250m steeply off Prosser Trail intdounama
Creekand to Vickerys Hut located in a serene protected location on
the banks of the creek. We were setting up camp before 3.30pm to
enjoy this beautiful spot after our severhour drive from Newcastle.
We had not visited Vickerys Hut before which has been beatutlly
restored in 2022 to replicate the original following its loss in the
2019/20 fires which swept the region. Our evening around the
campfire was delightful in clear mild weather.
4EA TA@O 1101 ETC80 AiIMEMdYqQAAAET ©O
bad ard within the hour we were on the road to Adaminaby for
morning tea and to check out the buildings of Sawyers Hill and the
Kiandra Courthouse, both restored following the destructive
2019/20 fires z each are great examples of our European heritage.
*0006 AAUITA OEA 4A1T OAT CAOOA 217 A
: started to overheat which necessitated leaving his car on the side of
Around the campfire at Pockets Hut the road and to reorganise the occupants of the other vehicles. It was
lucky that we had aspare vehicle for this trip which allowed us to carry
on and not disrupt our planning. The NRMA arranged to pick the car up and take it to Adaminaby for assessment. We ended unga
long lunch at the great little café in Adaminaby which also gave usnte to explore this lovely country town.
! FOAO O1 OOET C 100 -ATAT1180 AAO xA AOT OA AAAE O 4AT7T O TapdpaA 21
vehicles on the Port Phillip FT at the track head to Old Currango Hut. Beforeadéng off we needed a car shuffle to the locked gate on
0T AEAOO 3AAAT A 21 AA xEAOA xA xI O1 A &£ZET EOE ObP ET EEOA AAUOGS OEI .,

Views of the reconstructed Vickerys Hut and its adjoining shed, and also a photo of the original hut (left boftbenhut is one of two in the

National Park, featuring interlocking log construction. The roof is of iron and the floor of wood. The chimney is alsmofline construction

of the shed is made largely from flattened kerosene tins. Not far before reachiagput it is necessary to wade the creek knee ddége hut

was built in 1938 by Ross and Noel Vickery for sheep and cattle grazing. The shed was built in 1940. The site had beasiypoediopied in
the early 1900's and used for breeding horses andgp@ growing.

It is only six kilometres on a roughfoot pad/track to Old Currango Hut and we there within two hours to take in the location, its views
acrossCurrangoramblaPlain and its history. The hut was built in 1873 and restored by KHA and NPWS i886. It now sports a nice new
toilet. In earlier years we would look east across the plains to see large herds of brumbies grazing on the lush regrowtthefreceding
dam waters. We did not see any horses at all during our trip until our very last day wheexiting Long Plain Road.

NEWCASTLE RAMBLER®BWALKING CLUB MARCH 2026 11



Old Currango Homestead is located just below the tree line atrtbeh westend of Currangorambla Plain, with fantastic views across the
plains to the Brindabella Ranges in the ea¥he primary building was built in 1873 bifom O'Rourke, who had been grazing on the plain
since 1834. It is the oldest remaining building in the Kosciuszko National Park.

Tuesday - It was a very cold frosty morning as we hit the Mosquito Trail heading north to reach Bill Jones Hut before lunck.we set up
a cold wet change with hail came through and it was nice to retreat to the hut in front of its warm fire for the afternoonwalking group

of eight and another couple all on théAustralian Alps Walking Trackcalled in very wet and cold to dryout and warm up before camping
nearby.

The next morning Wednesday) was again very cold with below zero temperatures and ice in the billies, however the weather was
pleasant as we walked east to Pockets Hut about 7km away. About 2km out from the hut wekan offtrack shortcut though some lovely
open woodland rather than staying on the trail. Wildflowers this year were not as abundant as usual. We arrived at Pocketswtunch
time which left time for a nice 3km offtrack walk in the bushland north of hie hut returning via the Leura Gap Trail. We were here for two
nights. This hut also sports a new toilet replacing an earlier delipidated version. That evening around the campfire we wgnmed by two
twenty -year olds who had walked 32 km from the start bthe AAWTz quite an impressive effort.

Bill JonedHut with its dirt floor was built in 1952 by William Travis Jones, who held the lease thereabouts from the 1930's to the 1970's. It
was most likely the last hut to be built for grazing in the ardastandswith in the Cooleman Karst Limestone are@n the side of the fire
placert AAEUGO | AEAOCEEAO AOUEI ¢ PAT OOEIT EATCO AEO.
For Thursday we walked for about 5 km north along the Leura Gap Trail past a prominent knoll with interesting and different native
plants for morning tea and then further on to an open swampjocation for lunch. We returned the way we had walked. Bob and Fran
OAi AETAA AO OEA EOO AAAAOOA "1 A0 OEIT A EAA AEOET OACOAOAA AT A E,
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We enjoyed a morning tea on the top of a prominent knoll along tleeila Gap Trail. Bob Barber had remained at Pockets Hut to repair his
walking shoe.

OnFriday we walked the 6km back to the car we had left at the Pocket Saddle Road gate, did the car reshuffle and drove back to Adamina

Al O 1 01 AE AT A O1 AEAAE 106060 OEA POI COAOO xEOE -AlT AT 11 8 ok EEAT A
For the afternoon we drove back to Long Plain Road, calling into Long Plain Hut where we met up with members of the KHA whoew
OAOOGETI ¢ OPb &I O OEA AOOI AEAOGEI T80 ATT OAl 1 AIAAOO CAOG O1 cAQEAOS
participate in the Millers and Hainsworth Huts inspections with their respective caretakers. We left shortly afterwards to ogp at Cooinbil

(006 AAT 06 ZAZEAOAAT 1 ET OOABO AOEOA AEOOOGEAO AlT1c¢c ,117¢c o1 AET 21 AA
On Saturday before the planned hut inspectionsve were away early driving to the Blue Water Holes and along the way calling into the
Coolamine Homestead compleg both locations are worthwhile to visit. After our short visit to Miller Hut the walk into Hainsworth Hut

is about 4.5km each way and we wer there to meet the caretaker for luncly it was getting pretty hot by the afternoon and we were
pleased to return to the cars and head down to Cooma for the night at the Kinross Inn Motel. Of course, we dined that nigbtafavourite

21 OEA8 O eshalvdnt. AGA 2

We went our different ways onSunday with Nell and | calling into the National Botanic Garden in Canberra for MT. Malcolm and Ingrid
stayed another night in Cooma to sort out their vehicle while Bob and Frann headed straight back to Newcast@.r€mained in Cooma

in anticipation of a job interview in the area.

Another great Snowy walk in mostly fine and pleasant weatheAlways good company thank everyone

Report and photos by Bob

(left) The Rest House at Sawyers Hill (Sawyers Hut), originally built in 1910, was a traveller's rest hut serving as a sheltavddets,
miners, and mail carrierslt was once part of a larger building that was used by coach travellers on their way to amh the once thriving
Rules Point Hotel. The Rules Point Hotel was the centteégif-country social life, located in the heart of the Snowy Mountains near the turn
off to Long Plain Road. The building was demolished in the 1960s as the area became Kksdiagional Park (right) This was the site

of the courthouse and gaol established as part of Kiandra Township with a gold rush in the area irg6839was later turned into the
Kiandra Chaletandthen a DMRRTA depot. The Courthouse burnt down in the January, 2020 firesnasbubsequentlyestored by NPWS.
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We car camped near Cooinbiluiand had the campground to ourselvgmo horse peple. We enjoyed the verandah for happy hour and
dinner whilst sheltered from the sff coldbreeze.

It is always interesting to call into the Long Plain Hut. On this occasion it was the location for the KHA Annual Membédisgétiter and
we were able to meet other members of the KHA.
With spare time on Saturaday morning we drof®m Cooinbil Hut to the picturesque Blue Water Holstopping at the Coomamine
Homestead Compleand its surrounds

t% ."'4 ‘ IA: |

am,

In one of the buildings the walls were plastered witkry interestingold newspapers Evidence of former stockyards still remain.

Millers Hut, anotherClubfavourite. Later on Saturday we inspected Millers and Hainsworth Huts as arranged by the KHAvarelableto
meet the caretakers of those huts.
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Our President and Vice President Adventures - Christmas in Austria z Nov to Feb 2025/2026

The photos were taken where we stayed over the Christmas /Nearperiod in the Sontag /Stein Mountains in the western part of Austria,
We stayed in one of these huts in the photo with it magnificent vie@sher pictures show us having fun in the snow and where we did a
walk through a canyon where the river and everythingas frozen- the temp was minus 14 degrees RMalcolm can be seen belowe
frozenwaterfall.

Back in Australia in February they were in time to arrange another successful Blackberry Picking expedition to Nundle witbtfer
Ramblers. Over 18 kg of Blackberries ngecollected which will appear soon in bottles at oGtub Auction in AprilThe highquality berries
and Sheba Dam arpictured. Note and photos by Ingrid
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Twynam Saddle Rescue on the Main Rangez 16 January 2026

Walkers:Lynne W (leader), Sue H, RobyrMary M,and Melissa G

We arrived at our Twynam Saddle campsite at about 4:30 pron day 3 of our walk Not long after we had set up our tents, we heard
screams from above us. We watched in horror as a young man slid down the snowy ice drift under the summit of Mt Twynamd.than
fell onto some rocks below. Luckily, these rocks stopped the fall from being much greateand probably fatal.

Seconds later one of his mates moved across the ice and then started to slide down after him. Amazingly, this second youngseeamed
AEAA

Mt Twynam isthe large peak on the right of the photo. The snow drift in the report is the big one, running diagonally in the middle. The
injured teenager landed on a large rock at the bottom of the snow drift. Little Twynam is the rocky peak on the left ofithezpour
AAI DPOEOA xAO ET OEA OAEDPSE EI OEA T EAAT A j4xuUl

And so, began a mountain rescuewith two of our party as first responders. Robyn (a theatre nurse) and Sue (who has completed a
remote area first aid course), gathered first aid gear and @mmunication device (in case an emergency call was needed) and climbed
up from the saddle to the rocks above where the injured teenager had landed. Robyn had soon triaged and stabilised his egutror
over an hour and a half, Robyn and Sue did a fantagob of calming and encouraging him and helping him to remain as comfortable as
possible until others arrived. He was a member of a group of scouts participating in a training course for Certificate 2 @&n@utdoor
Recreation. The staff involved in te course took over his care as they waited for the emergency rescue team to arrieaving already
radioed for assistance. They praised and thanked Robyn and Sue for all they had done.

By 7 pm, the white out had descended into the saddle and covered top of the mountain. The temperature had started to drop and
visibility was reduced to metres- so, we retreated to our tents. At about 8 pm, a light rain had startechot the most promising
conditions for a nighttime rescue. A challenging situation foboth the injured young man and his support crew on the rocky ledgeand
the rescuers who had to trek in to reach him.

Around 10 pm we heard whistles answering from above and below ... the SES volunteers and NSW Ambulance Rescuers had made it t
the saddk. They were communicating with the injured party on the rocks abovdollowing their answering calls to find a way up to
them.

At about 1:45 am the rescuers had extracted the teenager and stretchered him down into the saddle near our tents. He wassfesred
onto another trolley stretcher - similar in principle to a wheelbarrow, which was used to carry him up over Mt Twynam and down onto
the Main Range Track below. Here a 4WD buggy was used to take him to Charlotte Passl then he was delivered to Cana Base
Hospital. Apparently, he is doing well a wonderful outcome.

The SES volunteers and Ambulance Rescue Team were absolutely fabulous. As you will see from the photos, this would havabeen
difficult extraction in clear daylight. The skill requiredto navigate off track in the Main Range in the dark (and in a complete white out)
and then extract a patient from the rocky cliff line is impressive. We are so lucky to have the service of these volunteers the
expertise of Ambulance Rescue personnel.

Report and photos by Lynne
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, UT 1 Mofthérn Kosciusko High Plain s Backpack - 31 October to 9 November 2025

Walkers: Lynne W (leader), Sue H, Alan T, Mary M, ldietisaG

, U1l 1T A8 O x Al eonewdgallyplnkdd bydStieo the Victorian High Country because of the
diabolical weather forecast for that weekin Victoria. Rather, Lynne chose tdead an alternativewalk in the
northern section of KNP at lower elevations and with more protection.

The week of walkingconsistedof two loops between Gooandra Homestead and Millers Hut, relocatnd
then from Pockets Hut to Hainsworth HutBot h of these walks are located north of the Snowy Highway.

Day 2 - Walking across the Tantangara Plain to Witzes Hiieft) £1 O 11 OT ET ¢ OAA8 OEAT 1 ££ (GOARE T O,
camp for the night. A cold but refreshing dip in the Murrumbidgee at the end of the day was a treat!
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Day 3 Walking from Hains Hut to Millers Hut following a section of the Australian Alps Walking TraclE AOA x AOA Ox1 OEO/
first the Tantangara and then the Murrumbidgee Riverhis was the warmest day of our trelnd after 15km of rough walkingwe were hot
and tired when we reachetillers Hut to camp.
Day 4 - Walking with a storm brewing. From Millers Hut we crossed Balle€k, car shuffled to begin the next 4 days and then the tramp
along the AAWT to Pockets Hut to camp. A solid climb and bush bash to Black Mountain filled the afternoon as the blackotliedids and
the wind began to rise. School students arrived rotll ¢ AA &£ OA OEA A£01 1O EEO 8 OEAI OAOI
Day5-) 6 O1T 1T xAA 11T AT A T &£E All AAU 8 OOAOOET ¢ We eteeryigratefdl @Eshelidr anc Al E
a warm fire in the hut and the good company of othevalkers who spent the day with us. The glimpses of a swowered Mt Bimberi were
a special treat.

Day 6 - Walking off track cross country from Oldfields Hut to Old Currango Homest&ae. day was bright and sunny, but the wind was
bitter. We used the distargsnowcappedpeaks of Whites Mountain and Mt Natung to hold our bearing across the snow grass plain. A couple
I £ AOAAE AOI OOET ¢cO AT A Al CCU.We Aade@lad téfinally sit dnAhlerafuadk OldGuivangiHomedtdad A O O E
Al O 101 AE8 111 EET Gnokdoceiedpenks®fMA BirBbkridakd Mt MuirrayXfids 4n exploration of the spurs behind the
homestead we settled down to prepare for the predicted cold night ahead.

Day 7- The last day of our Kosi High Plains Backpadke woke to find our tents crunchy with ice and white frosty grass glistening in the
sunrise. A beautiful final morning at Old Currango before setting off along Mosquito Creek Trail to visit Hainsworth Hut laed to the cars.
We walked through some lovely snow gum woodlanttanjoyed morning tea in a grassy spot out of the icy wi@dir final night was spent

in a magical historic stone cottage near Cooma.
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Main Range Loop Walk from Charlotte Pass , Kosciusko NPz 12 to 16 January 2026

Walkers: Lynne W (leader), Sue Robyn TMary M, and Melissa G

Route: Seamans Hut; Muellers Pass; Mt Alice Rawson; Mt Townsend; Mount Du Faur Albina Pass; Mt Sentinel; Watsons CragsnTwyna
Saddle; lllawong Swing Bridge; Snowy River Walk back to Charlottgth two vehicles leftat Charlotte Pass

Campsite irthe beautiful Wilkinson Valley (m)An earlier campsite along AlicRawson Ridge with Mt Townsend in the backgrourfg On
top of Mt Alice Peak

Day3i £ 1 00 - AET 2AT CA " AAEDPAAE #I1 Ei AET C - OAIl 1 AORandge kakkto walk aBbve@ A A O
Lake Albina and climb Mt Carruthers. A side trip to Watson Crags delivered great views of Alice Rawson Ridge, the Sehtioehainto
the Geehi. We contoured around Mt Twynam to our campsite in the Twynam Satléleutiful as the whiteout crept in!
Notes and potos by Lynne
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