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Note from the Editor

Since ourlast newsletter in July the Club has had some great walking and our program has been largely filled with a range of intenggti
activities to suit all membersz Wednesday walks and bike riding have been regulaMany of ourplanned activities were cancelle or
postponed due to extensive wetweather in June July and AugustWilliamtown weather station recorded its wettest Jamary to August
period on record for 80 years of data with ]555.8mm of rain and 91 rain days(NMH 22 Aug 2025).

In addition to being President Malcolm has continued as Walks Officer ably assisted by Lynne in documenting our interesting and varied
programs. Business cards have been promulgated and appear in sevebalshwalking outlets, and David hagevamped our Facebook
accounts

The Cub took part in the Lake Maquarie RogaineAT A, UTT A AT A EAO TEAA -Ac OAPOAOGAT OAA OE
August held at Jenolan State Forest and KanangBayd National Park. Unfortunately, other Club members missed out on Navshield due
to entry nominations being delayed.

Lynne, Jenni, DawnAnna, Sue and Peter between them have put together car camps to Hill End, Royal NP, Bungonia NP, Mill Grekk
other locations - all well attended and enjoyed.

Malcolm and Ingrid haveenjoyed discovering the wonderful walkingand other opportunities around Dungogz some arereported in this
newsletter. We thank Sue, Lynne, and Alan for continuing to add harder g@ffick walks to our programandthere have been three extended
walks to the high country in November. The one in the Victorian Alps was relocated horth KosciuskoNP because of the extreme weather
predicted for that week

Our regular Club meetings have been well attended and we enjoyed interesting presentations frdtina Bui Jonesof Bush Heritage to
encourage us to volunteer with that organisation, and Josh van Lier of NCC to update us on the progress with the Newcastle Southern
Beach Coastal Management Plan. The Club has maintained its interest in Landcare and Gedigdlunteer efforts in the Crowdy Bay NP
and it is planned to participate again on Barrington Tops with Scotch Broom removal.

A First Aid training workshop was held again this year with ten attendeesind David organised another verysuccessfulClub Phob
Competition, both in November.

)0 EO COAAO O xATATIT A #1711 -A#]1 OOEAU8O OAOOOT AEOAO EEddexdi OEE]
interesting and adventurous walksz his first event with us was back to Wollemi NP an@Vollemi Creek.

Being a bit light on for reportsthis issuel have added in a Snowy story from 1988, the first such walk by the Clubskows how the area
has changed since therThe story was published recently by KHA in gnewsletter AT T T ¢ xEOE , Ul 1 Af&Caotapafamt@ O E /A(
Hut

Our Christmas meeting in December is to be held on Monda$ December 2025in Speers PointPark.

All the very best to you all for Christmas and the New Year Bob

Just imagine sitting on the verandah of Old Curranigat looking east across CurrangBlain as the sun rise§here have been three
extended walkgo Northern Kosciusko NP during November 202Beports and photewill have to wait until our next edition ifMarch 2026
(photo by Lynne W
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Tillig erry Habitat z 5 August 2025

Walkers: Ingrid W (leader) and about 15 Ramblers and visitors

Ingrid organised a very social walk and mornng tea to the Tilliggery Habitat to take in this stunning nature reservewhich has been the
work of enthusiatic volunteers for over 30years. Onean area mined for mineral sands it stands as an exgle of what bushland

restoration can achiewed.

Our visit coincided with the Wednesday Morning Teas catered for by volunteeds the reserveand included some othe best scones |
have ever come across.

= - E e !
Malcolm leads e way across the boardwalke take it all in before ourmorning tea.
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NavShield 2025 - Jenolan State Forest and Kanangra-Boyd National Park

Walkers: Lynne Wand Meg Wn the two-day event

v

Check in and map collection were much better this yeamwith access to maps at 4pm on
Friday night instead of 6pm- we could start mapping in daylight (good for my old eyes).
It was very cold on Fridaynight, but a nice fire in the brazier made us comfoeble while
plotting our map points.

Overall, one of the coldest NavShields | have dontp temps of 7-8 degrees C each day
(not counting wind chill, which made it much colder- my hands froze without gloves). It
was -2 deg overnight out on the course (pddles on the track on Sun morning were still
frozen at 8 am); we had sleet and rain on and off all day on Saturday, even while we were
putting the tent up in the dark on Sat night.

The course was very challenging in terms of the terrainextremely (EXTREMELY) steep
with lots of horrid climbs and descents to reach the checkpoints. The course setter must have been young, fit and did noehabig
backpack. This really limited our pace (mainly due to my dodgy hip) and also limited where we decided to calieheckpoints. In the end
we were glad to have made it back to base on Sunday relatively intact and a little earlier than planned.
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Sat: 9 hours walking; 21 km; 900m climbing (similar descending)
Sun: 2.5 hr walking; 6 km; 200m climbing (similar descending)

P AETT U

Reportand photosby Lynne
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Lake Macquarie Rogaine9 August 2025
Participants: Lynn&/, Mary M, Sue Hand Dale G

The Ramblers were well represented at this years Lake Macquarie Rogaimhich started well and ended in the rain

Photos byevent organisers
Pioneer Creek Falls and Jerusalem Creek Falls -26 July 2025

Walkers: Malcolm Mand 5 Ramblers
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Daywalk to Mt Yambo and Buddha Cave, Olney SFz 12 July 2025

Walkers: Arthur R(leader) and nine Ramblers

Mill Creek Car Camp, Dharug NPz 17 to 19 October 2025
Walkers: Sue Hleader), Lynne WMark FE Wayne HRobyn and lan ;Tand Bob C
Sue organised a delightful twenight camp at Mill Creek over the weekend to walk to the Group 6 AboriginArchaeologicalsite onthe

Saturday and followed on Sunday bthe round walk up the Great North Convict Road returningia Finches Road. Both of these walks are
special and Mill Creek Camping Ground is such a tranquil location sheltered amongst tall Blue Gums.
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Daywalk in Dungog Common and climb to Mt Richardson z 14 June 2025

Walkers Malcolm M(leader) and 5 Ramblers and visitors

There are several delightul short walka the Common

Ambassador for the Day, City of Newcastle z 16 August 2025

Walkers: Dale Gleader), 3 Ramblersand 12 Gold Coast Bushwalkers

Walking from Stockton Ferryharf to Bar Beach welve members of the Gold Coast Bushwalkers called into Arcadia Park to check out
Landcareprogress since their visit two years ago. They enjoyed morning tea provided by Landcare patkeable settings.
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The Beehive Trail and WildlifgdnderpassBrisbane Waters NP23 August 2025

Walkers: Arthur R(leader), MalcolmM, Ingrid W, Nell W Bob Cand Brett B

A beautiful day for walking, with wildflowers in abundance even though it is still winter. Water was
streaming everywhere from the recent rains.

A bit of fire trail at first, then down the hillside to look for the tunnel. It was a bit tough as there haskn

a lot of tree fall and new growth, but we did eventually hit the fence beside the motorway. We turned
right to look for the tunnel. It did look like a fairly well used track, but eventually we realised we had
gone the wrong way and backtracked until wéound the tunnel. It was a huge construction, perhaps 6
metres high and 8 metres wide, going the full width of the motorway.

One discovery was that there were unerground pipes that carried water under the floor of the tunnel,

so the inside was relatively dry. Another was an aluminium staircase installed in 2021 to allow easy
access from the motorwayAfter lunch, it was time to return. Instead of trying to find tke way we had
come, we set off straight up the hill. Hmmm... Let's say it was not exactly easy, but we did manage it.
Along the ridge then down the other side again not exactly easy to the road and the cars.

Arthur disappeared o metres
down into the CoraFern and

had troubleextracting himself Even though it had been fairly tough, all afis enjoyed the day in the bush and celebrated with afternoon

tea at Mt Penang Garden#&bout 5km, 3.5 hours walking

Report by David. Photos by David and Bob
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Mt Wareng, Yengo NPz 30 August 2025

Walkers: David Mleader), Malcolm M Ingrid W, and Adam

Dungog Sculptures z Dungog Common z Friday 19 August 2025

Walkers: Malcolm Mleader) and12 Ramblers

The fifth edition of Sculpture on the Farm transformed the DungoGommon into an operair gallery showcasing the work of emerging
and established Australian sculptors. We were able to wander through curated outdoor and indoor exhibitions, take part in eggng artist

talks. We enjoyed local entertainment and refreshments
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Box Vale Walking Track - Bungonia NP Car Campz 2 to 7 September 2025

Walkers:Swe H (leader), Alan T Lynnew, Mark F, Wayne H

The Box Valewalking4 OAAE xAO Al ET OAOAOOEI ¢ AEOAOOET I
replacedthe Warrumbungle NPwhich was closed for feral animal control

A1 Thé BungbrizdP logafidd O

After stopping at the Gumnut Cafe in Mittagong for morning tea (exquisite cakes) we drove
to the Box Vale walking track.

: 5‘&/ ‘? This walking track follows an old tramway which was built to carry coal from a mine in the
g y Nattai Gorge. Lots of cuttings and a greatihnel to walk through.

I EAAOI T OO0 ATEZEZ 11TTET OO AxAEOAA OO0 AO OEA
down Nattai Gorge and out to the Blue MountainsAll up8.5km over 3hours

Car Campz Winters Run and the Horse Run from Above z 20 to 21 September 2025

Walkers: David Mleader), Malcolm M Ingrid W, and Craig W

This was a second attempt to find axe grinding grooves on the cliffs above the Horse Run. A couple of months ago, we digitlay
walk, driving from Newcastle on the day, but ran out of time. This time we made itcar camp so we had a full day to expte. Well, we
still did not get to the Horse Run it was far too steep and dangerous. But we did get to experience some beautiful bushland and a
wonderful view across the Hunter Valley to Barrington Tops. And it was not even that difficult for the most pakVe also had a couple of
nights camped amongst the trees, with all the bush sounds and smeldout 8km and, 5.5km of walking.

Note by David

I —————
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Daywalk in Popran NPz 6 September 2025
Walkers: Bob @eader), Alan T Malcolm M Ingrid W, Ann $Craig W DavidMand Nick G

We were walking by 9.30amz it is a 1.5-hour drive from Newcastle The early Spring
weather was perfect for walking and the national park was alive with wildflowerdncluding
many WaratahsWe did not intend walking the weltknown Emerald Pool circuit,rather we
walked off track eastof Mt Olive to a substantial overhang witlremarkable Aboriginal Art,
which we have visited many times over the yeargthe last time wasin May 2022. | miscued
navigation initially which meant some thick scrub before breaking out into more open
sderophyll forest and the rocky outcrops above the overhang. We were in the overhang for
morning tea to enjoy the art and ponder on its interpretation. The art consistsff birds and
animals drawn in ochre andcharcoaland somewith white outlines. There are stencils of
axes and a boomerang. At the entrance there is an engravipg pecked line.

From the overhang we continued S/W oftrack through some very interesting scrub and
climbed to the ridgeline south of Mt Olive to pick up theMaill AT Bra@k and climb to Mt

Olive for lunch and views. David, and Nick, followed the ridgeline to Mt Olive rather than
the track and wereableto locate along the wayanother overhang with art

Morning tea in the overhang inspecting the
array of Aboriginal art

After lunch we descendedto walk the Hominy Creek Trailthrough the beautiful Donoghues Forest to the 248 Track which leadson to a
seriesof outcrops surrounded by wild flowers and an outstanding view west intahe Ironbark CreekValley. On some of the outcrops there
are engravings, one of an EmWereturned the way we had come to the vehicles spotting the Kangaroo engravings quite close to the cars.
All up a terrific walk of about ninekilometres over 5 hours leaving lotsmore to do in future walks to this nationalpark.

Report and photos by Bob C

Remarkable Aboriginal cave art, wildlowers galore and new sandstone steps to Mt Olive
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Flinders Ranges with Auswalk , South Australia z September 2025

In September | went on a7-day guided walk to the Flinders Ranges with a
company called Auswalk.

Leaving Adelaide by small bus our first night was at Melrose. My cabin was
attached to a truck out the back of the historic North Star Hotel. Nertorning, we

Station for 5 nights.

The hikes included Black Gap over Bridal Gap Wilpena Pound. Rawnsley BIuff,
Tanderra Sadlle, Bunyeroo and Wilcolo Creek through the ABC Rangelhe

St s e LEl Scenery was spectacular which made thchallenging hike well worth it.

National Park . Auswalk arranged all meals, accommodation, sightseeirand two experienced
' guides.which made this a hiking holiday.

Report and photos by NeW

() View Rawnsley Bluff (m)- Tanderra Saddle hike (r) descent down Tanderra Saddle

Flinders Ranges from Razor Back lookout.

I —————
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Fairview Homestead , Mangrove Valley z 10 August 2025

Wakers: David Mleader), Kate RKayeE Bob G Pauline BRosemary LBron andAdrian

The Mangrove Valley has been a favourite walking location for the Rambldrs over 40 years. On this occasion David led us down the
Dubbo Creek FTinto the beautiful Upper Mangrove Valley leading to St ThomasCemeteryand further on to Fairview Homesteadand
the site of the earlyMeadesBridge over Mangrove Creek

All up about 12km with a 150m descent and climb int@nd out ofthe valley. The weather was getting pretty hot by the afternoon.

Note by Bob

Fairview Homestead as it is today. A Fairvigtdomestead Associatiois attempting to get Gosford Coundib protect and restore this
important example of oulEuropean heritage.

Fairview Homestead Assocuatlon Inc.

Registered Charity - ABN 98 200 334 983

Fairview is a heritagelisted traditional Australian homestead located on Ten Mile Hollow Road in Upper Mangrovealhistorically
significant landmark, being the last remaining example of the settlements and farms along Mangrove CGaekew lies on the route of
Simpson's Track, close to the site of the former St. Thomas' Anglican Church and its hdrtgeSt.Thomas' Cemetery. Not far
downstream was Meades Bridge the original crossing to Pembroke Ridge and the climb betvaliey along the way to the Gosford area.

Manygravesof St Thomas Cemetary remain

I —————
NEWCASTLE RAMBLBERSHNVALKING CLUB NOVEMBER025 13



Return to Crawfords Lookdown and Wollemi  Creek, Wollemi NP z 4 to 6 October 2025

Walkers: Col Mc@eader), Alan T Mary Mg Robyn TNell W, and TimG

Hollow Rock to Crawfords Lookout. Crawfords Pass to Wollemi Creek for 2 nights
return.

Magnificent scenery great camaraderie, and a welcome return for me to
Rambling.

Beautifully finished with scrummy burgers at The Grey Gum Cafe, Pultty.

Note byCol

At the base of Crawfords Lookdown the sandy banks of Wollemi Creek provide outstanding camping
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Jagungal Wilderness - January 1988
Walkers: Bob (leader) and son Phillip, Joé&/ and son Chris

I have very fond memories of my first walk to the proposed

Jagungal Wilderness Area. It was January 1988. At the age of 43
I had not long joined the Newcastle Ramblers Bushwalking Club

and had been inspired by the literature of the day which

ET Al OAMA 0G7AFAAOE AU
(ECE #i 61 6008 AU
+1 OAEOOET .08
clutching a 1:50,000 Khancoban topographical map together
xEOE 4EI
which was proclaimed as such in 1992.

+1 AOO
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Joe and | with our sons Chris and Phillip left the rest of our
walking group back at Sawpit Creek after several beaut days
walking the Main Range and drove to Round Mountain to head
off mid-morning along the Round Mountain Fire Trail. The

00ET AAO A1 A weather was cioudyandiward with@ gustingAortiviiedt breeze.
( OAT AE A Tophe weshwe dolild seeCsidk©risingAin thefdistgnce EAL that
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healthy mature SnowGums and wildflowers- truly beautiful.
Not far along the trail we looked down to the east into Cool Plain
and spotted its little hut in the distancez a side trip for another
day, perhaps.

Joe and Phill on the Round Miatain FT surrounded by wildflowers. Nearby to our lunch spot the remains of an original timber bridge

We took a break for lunch on the banks of a small creek feeding
the Tumut River. By late afternoon after calling into Derschi®

Hut along the way we had selected a campsite amongst the
tussocks on the banks of the Tooma River near Bogong Swamp

with views to Mt Jugungal-1 6O AAOOET AGEIT 1T EI

We had met two scouts earlier returning from a camp out on the
summit having taken in an early morning sunrise.

Our second day was to be a big one of over 22km. Walking now
on the Grey Mare FT | recall the descent into the scenic Back Flat

Creek valley and the short climb up to Grey Mares Hut for a look
around and lunch. We didhot check out the nearby relics of the
mining days, leaving that for another time. We followed Back
Flat Creek downstream on a clear footpad to the rocky crossings
ofdhe Geeli Rivedaltd Valdniinds&reek to rest for a while below
the very impressive Valenines Falls. It was then a steep rough
200m elevation climb through scrub on the semblance of a foot
pad here and there to arrive at Valentines Hut for lunch.

Valentines Falls and the Hut both look a lot different today
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